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Saint Lucy (c. 1625-1630) by Francisco de Zurbaran

CCORDING TO LEGEND, SAINT LUCY PLUCKED OUT

her own eyes and sent them to a Roman suitor after he had
insisted that her beauty allowed him no peace. This act of de-
votion so moved the suitor that he converted to Christianity.
Later, Lucy’s eyesight was miraculously restored one day
during prayer.

The young saint’s connection with eyes may have origi-
nated from the Latin source for her name, Lux, or “light,”
which is inextricably linked with vision. So, if you're having
eyesight troubles, you should see an optometrist, but you may
also want to remember December 13, Saint Lucy’s feast day.
For a focused discussion of eyesight and light, turn to page 48.
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Cover art by Vasily Vlasov

Here at the Washington-area head-
quarters of Quantum, we have the op-
portunity to view one of the most fa-
mous rigid polyhedrons of all time—the
Washington Monument.

Unfortunately, members of Congress
| often seem inspired by the monument’s
lack of flexibility, especially when it
comes time to balance the budget. In the
past, their strict adherence to party lines
has led to a government shutdown. But
enough local color. For the first of a pair
of articles dealing with the rules govern-
ing the flexibility and rigidity of polyhe-
drons, turn to page 4.
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