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GALLERY O

Cift of the Avalon Fomdation@ 1996 Board ot' Trustees, National Gallery of Art,Washinston

Right and Left (l9o9l by Winsiow Homer

UOUR IMMEDIATE RESPONSE TO THIS PAINTING IS
I probably to wonder at the bizarue postures of the two

ducl<s. Only after careful inspection do we notice the red
flash in the background, the boat, the hunter. Then the
drama becomes clear/ and the scene takes on a chilling poi-
gnancy.

Why "Right andLelt"? It's more customary in English
to name the directions in the reverse order (perhaps be-
cause that/s the direction of our written language-from
le{t to right). Winslow Homer seems to be emphasizing the

fact that we're obserying the scene from the "other" direc-
tion. |ust as we are often compelled to say, "The person
on my left," or "The chair on your tight," Homer says:
"Here's how it looks from their pornt of view."

Physicists often deal with shifting frames o{ reference.
Sometimes the transition is easy and intuitive, sometimes
not. Several articles in this issue will test your ability to
keep your bearings in a world where "everything is rela-
tive." You might want to begin with the Kaleidoscope,
which is devoted entirely to the subject of relativity.
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As if a hut on chicken's legs weren't
magical enough-something uncanny
has happened to Baba Yaga's home. It
used to be an ordinary square structure.
Then the walls took on a life of their
or,l,n, and to what end? They thought the
most famous witch in all o{ Russian
fairyland deserved something better
than a run-of-the-mill, three-dimen-
sional home. They wanted to give their
mistress a multi dim ens io n al h:utl

Several articles in this issue are de-
voted to the multidimensional cube and
its applications. Begin your tour on page
4, where you will catch a glimpse of
what inspired the fanciful treatment on
oul cover.
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