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Proposal Guidelines
To: Prospective Authors

NSTA Press welcomes proposals for new books and prefers to review submissions at the proposal stage so that we can help authors shape their book ideas. To receive full consideration, please submit the following: (1) a completed Book Proposal Form (below); (2) a detailed outline or table of contents; (3) an introduction or preface; (4) one or two sample chapters of the book; and (5) a curriculum vitae. If the book proposed is an edited, multicontributor volume, the outline should be annotated with brief paragraphs describing the content of each chapter and the names of each chapter’s authors. All book proposals must be submitted via email at nstapress@nsta.org.
All proposals are evaluated based on member or consumer needs, author background/experience, competitive titles, and marketability to determine their potential for success. Once submitted, your proposal will be reviewed internally for fit within NSTA’s publishing program and may be sent to external reviewers to help us evaluate the purpose and market for the book and provide suggestions that may help in its development. Please note that anything you provide us may be sent to reviewers as part of our review process. Please indicate any personal information you wish to have removed prior to the process.
· What We Publish

NSTA Press fosters projects of significant relevance and value to teachers of science – science content updates, best teaching practices, connections to A Framework for K-12 Science Education and Next Generation Science Standards, applications of the latest findings from science-education research, and classroom activities. We consider novel treatments of core science content and are especially eager to publish works that link science with reading or math and the Common Core State Standards. Two segments of college teaching—teacher preparation and undergraduate science—are also of particular interest to us.

For NSTA Kids, our line of children’s books, we are interested in proposals for content-based, illustrated books aimed at children in Early Childhood through 5th Grade. 
· Evaluation Process

When we first receive a proposal, we review it internally for several factors: whether the project is suitable for our publishing program, the potential audience and sales for the book, whether the author(s) or editor(s) can complete the book as proposed on time, a financial analysis of the project, and how the book compares with books published by us and by other publishers in the same subject area. This initial evaluation is made jointly by the Director and the Press staff with input from outside editorial advisers.

· Acceptance

If your proposal is accepted, we may offer you a publication contract, which sets forth the basic terms of our agreement. In brief, NSTA Press agrees to publish the work within a specified period of time and—in most cases—to pay a royalty based on a percentage of all monies actually received by us for the sale of the book. In exchange, the author agrees to complete the manuscript by a given deadline, grants to NSTA exclusive rights to the work, and warrants that the material is original, nonlibelous, and free of any copyright restrictions. The contract is subject to negotiation.

When the completed manuscript is submitted, it is reviewed by at least two peer reviewers. An anonymous copy of the peer reviewers’ comments is provided to the author so that appropriate revisions can be made before the final acceptance of the manuscript by NSTA Press. After final acceptance, the manuscript is then prepared for publication, usually with about six months elapsing between acceptance of the final manuscript and publication of the book. If the book is not received by the date specified in the contract, the publication date may be substantially delayed.

At NSTA Press, we involve our authors in the process of marketing and promoting their books. After a manuscript is accepted and enters production, authors are asked to complete a detailed Marketing Information Questionnaire, which forms an essential part of the information needed to promote the author’s book.

· For Further Information

If you have any questions about preparing a proposal or about the evaluation process, please contact NSTA Press via email at nstapress@nsta.org .
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BOOK PROPOSAL FORM
Please check one: 
___ Teacher Book
___ Children’s Book 
	Date of this submission: 
Authors:  
__ I certify that these materials are all my/our work or that I/we have permission to use others’ materials.

__ I confirm that the submission has been submitted solely to this publisher and is not published, in press, or submitted elsewhere.
Proposed book title: 


	Anticipated manuscript completion date: 

	Length of book (estimated or actual word count OR number of double-spaced typescript pages): 


	Subject area of the proposed book:  ___ General Science     ___ Biology     ___ Chemistry     ___ Earth and Space Science

___ Physical Science     ___ Interdisciplinary Science     ___ Teaching Strategies     ___ Other: _Teacher Education___________________

	Grade level of the proposed book: ___ K–2    ___  3–5    ___  6–8    ___  9–12    ___ Other: _

	Phone numbers:   Office:           Home:  

	E-mail address: 

	Current position and place of employment (since [year]): 




Please summarize the book in one or two sentences.

Why would this book be of interest to NSTA Press readers?
Please describe how this book connects to A Framework for K–12 Science Education and the Next Generation Science Standards. 
How does this book differ from other books on the same subject? Please be specific in citing comparable books and clarifying what your book offers that they do not, and why this is of interest.

What is the educational significance of this book?

For what audience(s) is this book intended?

Please describe your previous publications or publishing experience.

Please provide the names of three individuals who you believe would be especially qualified to review your proposal.

Name:


     
Institution:
   

Email address: 

Name:


  
Institution:

    
Email address: 

Name:


     
Institution:

    
Email address: 
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