Field procedure for how to collect epilithic diatoms, taxa found on stream cobbles.  
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1. Identify a favorable microhabitat for
diatoms: a fast-moving riffle (A) or a
slower-moving side channel (B).

2. Use a clean toothbrush to scrape 3-5
large cobbles (10-30cm) over a plastic
sampling tray. Wear gloves if the site is
suspected to be polluted. In the image at
right, 1 shows sufficient sample size, while
2 should collect more biofilm slurry.

3. Rinse the cobbles with stream water to
wash diatoms into the tray, and collect
20-30ml of the brown/green liquid.

4. If there are no rocks, scrape diatoms
from plants, logs, or submerged leaves.

5. Label each tube with the date, site, and
student’s initials.





