Connecting to the Common Core Standards (NGAC and CCSSO 2010):

English/Language Arts

Connecting to the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS Lead States 2013)
K–2 Counting Birds

2-LS4 BIOLOGICAL EVOLUTION: UNITY AND DIVERSITY
https://www.nextgenscience.org/dci-arrangement/2-ls4-biological-evolution-unity-and-diversity
The chart below makes one set of connections between the instruction outlined in this article and the
NGSS. Other valid connections are likely; however, space restrictions prevent us from listing all
possibilities. The materials, lessons, and activities outlined in the article are just one step toward reaching
the performance expectations listed below.
Performance Expectation
2-LS4-1. Make observations of plants and animals to compare the diversity of life in different habitats.
Science and Engineering Practice
Planning and Carrying Out
Investigations

Students observe birds in their local area, try to identify them, and
select one bird to sketch and describe based on characteristics.

Disciplinary Core Idea

LS4.D: Biodiversity and Humans

Students observe birds in a video and determine which card
matches the bird based on the characteristics.

There are many different kinds of
living things in any area, and they
exist in different places on land and in
water.

Crosscutting Concepts
Structure and Function

Students examine similar looking birds from the card set and
determine how the birds are similar and how they are different.

Abuzz About Bees

3-LS4 BIOLOGICAL EVOLUTION: UNITY AND DIVERSITY
https://www.nextgenscience.org/dci-arrangement/3-ls4-biological-evolution-unity-and-diversity
The chart below makes one set of connections between the instruction outlined in this article and the
NGSS. Other valid connections are likely; however, space restrictions prevent us from listing all
possibilities. The materials, lessons, and activities outlined in the article are just one step toward reaching
the performance expectations listed below.
Performance Expectation
3-LS4-4. Make a claim about the merit of a solution to a problem caused when the environment changes
and the types of plants and animals that live there may change.
Science and Engineering Practice
Engaging in Argument from Evidence

Students develop a Claim-Evidence-Reasoning statement about
why bees are important to food production after researching
information.

Disciplinary Core Ideas

LS4.D: Biodiversity and Humans

Students describe the importance of the pollination of flowers by
bees in our environment.

Populations live in a variety of
habitats, and change in those habitats
affects the organisms living there.
LS2.C: Ecosystem Dynamics,

Students explain how humans are impacting the habitat of bees
and contributing to colony collapse.

Functioning, and Resilience
When the environment changes in
ways that affect a place’s physical
characteristics, temperature, or
availability of resources, some
organisms survive and reproduce,
others move to new locations, yet
others move into the transformed
environment, and some die.
Crosscutting Concept
Systems and System Models

Students explain what would happen to the production of some
food products if bees continue to die.

