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Preparation
During the next course instruction time, we will be focusing on resource-based trade-offs in wildlife populations. This 
preparation assignment is for you to reacquaint yourself with the background knowledge we will be discussing in the 
case study. Please briefly answer the following questions and then complete any readings assigned by your instructor 
from the list below.

Questions
1.	 Define metabolic rate.

2.	 Are there different types of metabolic rates? For example, can metabolic rate be measured at different states 
(resting, activity, etc.)? Explain.

3.	 How do food resources translate to energetic “currency”?

4.	 Can you explain the difference between acquisition of resources and allocation of resources?

5.	 What factors (environmental, seasonal, etc.) impact food resource availability? How?

6.	 How does immune function or response relate to an animal being susceptible to a disease?
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