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“Our book gives teachers at different points in their careers a voice in describing their professional learning needs.
By combining these voices with theory, we can make use of the department as a place to support all teachers in their reform efforts.”
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through stories told by teacher: of reforming science teaching
and learning. The authors also wrote Re e Department, an NSTA Press guide to
changing department-level factors so that reformed teaching and learning are both supported.
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Building the Science Department is divided into two parts.

¢ The first part deals with scientific activity—its representation in A Framework for
K-12 Science Education and the Next Generation Science Standards and its role in
making the science department a place for building professional learning.

¢ The second part uses teacher stories, or vignettes, to work through the
components of a professional learning framework—context, content, activities,
and processes. After each vignette is a commentary that highlights the key points
and implications for teacher learning. Also included are questions to challenge

teachers to improve their instructional practices and align them with current
reform initiatives.

By featuring science teachers at different career stages, Building the Science Department highlights
both the common themes in their professional learning and the ways their learning needs have
changed over time. The stories are illuminating for teachers as well as for school administrators,
other education leaders, and policy makers.
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