
Lab 20. Descent With Modification and Embryonic Development: Does 
Animal Embryonic Development Support or Refute the Theory of 
Descent With Modification? 
  

1. What are the basic principles of the theory of descent with modification? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Use the theory of descent with modification to explain why all mammals have the same set of 
bones in their limbs. The forelimbs of dogs and whales, for example, include a humerus, an ulna, a 
radius, and several carpals.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. Scientific knowledge changes and develops over time. 

a. I agree with this statement. 
b. I disagree with this statement. 

Explain your answer, using an example from your investigation about descent with modification and 
embryonic development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. In science, there are usually multiple ways to investigate a question. 

a. I agree with this statement. 
b. I disagree with this statement. 

Explain your answer, using an example from your investigation about descent with modification and 
embryonic development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. Scientists often look for patterns during their investigations. Explain why patterns are 
important to look for, using an example from your investigation about descent with 
modification and embryonic development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. The relationship between the structure and function of organisms’ features is an important 
area of study in science. Discuss why it is important for scientists to understand this 
relationship, using an example from your investigation about descent with modification and 
embryonic development. 

 


