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Describing Matter

Have you ever heard of the game called *20 Questions™? In
this game, your gosl f o determine the identity of an objec
that nother peson s thinking of by asking questions about
the ablect. The other perion can respond with only 3 *yes’
or 3 “no” I you can idenify the object after asking 20 or
fewer questions,you win! I you sl can'figure out the object’s
identity ate asing 20 questions, you may not be asking the
ight Kinds of quesions.

What Kinds o questions shoud you 3sk? You might find
it helpfulto 35k questions about the propetie o the abject
Knowing the properies of an abject can help you determine

Physical Properties

Some of the questions shown sbove help the asker gather
Iaformation shot colr s 1 orange?, kv (Does I have s
odord, and mes and vodane (Could 1 hod It 1n my hand?)
Fach o these propetics is 2 physical popety of matter. A
piscalproperty of maticr can b obsrved or measured it
o changing the identity of the matir. For exampe, you
{Gont v 10 change whatthe appe s made of 1 s that 1t
e or 1o hold 1t In your hand.
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