	Functional Feeding Group (FFG)
	Subdivision of functional groups
	General particle size range of food items 

	
	Dominant food
	Feeding mechanism
	Examples of taxa
	

	Shredders
	Living aquatic vascular plant tissue
	Herbivores: chewers and miners of live aquatic plants


	Trichoptera: Phryganeidae, Leptoceridae
	> 1 mm

	
	Decomposing vascular plant tissue and wood.
	Detritivores – chewers, wood borers, and gougers
	Plecoptera: Nemouridae, Peltoperlidae

Diptera: Tipulidae

Trichoptera: Limnephilidae, Lepidostomatidae

Amphipoda


	> 1 mm

	Collectors
	Decomposing fine particulate organic matter (FPOM)
	
	
	

	     Filtering Collectors
	
	Detritivores: filterers or suspension feeders


	Trichoptera: Hydropsychidae

Diptera: Simuliidae
	< 1 mm

	    Gathering Collectors
	
	Detritivores:  gatherers or sediment feeders (includes surface film feeders)


	Ephemeroptera: Ephemeridae

Diptera: Chironomidae
	< 1 mm

	Scrapers
	Periphyton (biofilm) – attached algae and associated material
	Herbivores:  grazing scrapers of mineral or organic surfaces
	Trichoptera: Glossosomatidae

Coleoptera: Psephenidae

Ephemeroptera: Heptageniidae


	< 1 mm

	Piercers – Herbivores
	
	Herbivores: suck contents of algal cells


	Trichoptera: Hydroptilidae
	< 1 mm

	Predators
	Living animal tissue
	Carnivores: attack prey, pierce tissues and cells, and suck fluids


	Hemiptera: Belostomatidae, Naucoridae
	> 1 mm

	
	Living animal tissue
	Carnivores:  ingest whole animals (or parts)
	Odonata

Plecoptera: Perlidae

Megaloptera: Corydalidae, Sialidae 
	> 1 mm


Characteristics of each Functional Feeding Group (FFG) (modified from Merrit and Cummins 2006). A guide can be found at www.dep.wv.gov/WWE/getinvolved/sos/Documents/Benthic/AquaticInvertGuide.pdf.
