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3. Is stromatolite distribution regular or random? 

 
4. What was the paleoenvironment like when these organisms were 

alive? 
 

5. Hypothesize what changes the Earth experienced from the time the 
organisms lived (question 4) to the time you visited the site.  

 
  



Lab report: Stromatolite field investigations rubric. 

Student name:______________________________________________ 
 

CATEGORY  4  3  2  1  
Journal  Clear, accurate 

notes were taken 
with care.  

Some clear, 
accurate notes were 
taken.  

Only a few notes 
were taken, and 
accuracy of notes is 
questionable. 

Notes rare or of 
little use.  

Drawings  Clear, accurate 
sketches are 
included and easy 
to understand. 
Drawings are 
labeled neatly and 
accurately.  

Drawings are 
included and are 
labeled neatly and 
accurately.  

Drawings are 
included and are 
labeled.  

Drawings are 
missing OR 
lacking important 
labels.  

Data  Professional-
looking and 
accurate 
representation of 
the data in tables 
and/or graphs.  

Accurate 
representation of 
the data in tables 
and/or graphs. 
Graphs and tables 
are labeled and 
titled.  

Accurate 
representation of 
the data in written 
form, but no graphs 
or tables are 
presented.  

Data are not 
shown OR are 
inaccurate.  

Analysis  Stromatolite shapes, 
distribution, and 
paleoenviornment 
are accurately 
discussed.  

Stromatolite shapes 
and distribution are 
accurately 
discussed; 
paleoenvironment is 
lacking in detail.  

Stromatolite shapes 
and distribution are 
somewhat 
discussed; 
paleoenvironment 
lacking in detail.  

Shapes, 
distribution, and 
paleoenvironments 
are not accurately 
discussed.  

Conclusion  Plausible discussion 
of Earth changes 
from stromatolites 
to present day is 
presented.  

Discussion of Earth 
changes from 
stromatolites to 
present day is 
presented.  

Some discussion of 
Earth changes is 
presented, but 
lacking in details.  

Discussion shows 
little effort at 
reconstructing 
Earth changes.  

 
Score _____/20 
 
 
 


