
Plants and Animals Can Change the World 
Student Data Sheet 

 

Video 

 

Observations 

 

How the environment is 
changed 

 

What happened 

 

Squirrels and Nuts 

 

   

Roots and Road 

 

   

Gopher Hole 

 

   

Roots and Concrete 

 

   

Beaver Dam 

 

   

            
 
 



 Plants and Animals Can Change the World 
Show your understanding and finish the prompt 

 

When tree roots grow 
underground, they can 
buckle the blacktop.  
When this happens, the 
tree roots change the 
environment by….. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 



 

Plants and Animals Can Change the World 
Show your understanding and finish the prompt 

 

Some tree roots will 
follow the easiest path as 
they grow. When the tree 
roots grow in between 
the bricks or stones on 
the ground, they might 
change the environment 
by…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 



Plants and Animals Can Change the World 
Show your understanding and finish the prompt 

 

Squirrels often bury nuts 
for the winter.  What 
changes are made to the 
environment at that 
moment when the 
squirrel buries the nuts…. 
What might happen later 
if the nut is left in the 
ground? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Plants and Animals Can Change the World 
Show your understanding and finish the prompt 

 
 

The holes that 
groundhogs dig are used 
for their living space.  The 
different ways that the 
land is changed when a 
groundhog burrows 
are….. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Plants and Animals Can Change the World 
Show your understanding and finish the prompt 

 
 

Beavers are animals that 
live in a lodge and build 
dams.  Some of the ways 
that beavers change the 
environment around 
them are…… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Prompts to Use with  
Plants and Animals Can Change the World 

 
When tree roots grow underground, they can buckle the blacktop.  When this happens, the tree roots change the 
environment by….. 

 

Some tree roots will follow the easiest path as they grow. When the tree roots grow in between the bricks or stones on the 
ground, they might change the environment by…. 

 
Squirrels often bury nuts for the winter.  What changes are made to the environment at that moment when the squirrel 
buries the nuts…. What might happen later if the nut is left in the ground? 
The holes that groundhogs dig are used for their living space.  The different ways that the land is changed when a 
groundhog burrows are….. 
Beavers are animals that live in a lodge and build dams.  Some of the ways that beavers change the environment around 
them are…… 
 

 


