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Seeing the Message 

Alphabet flags which are often used to communicate between ships or from ship to shore have a 

different flag for each letter of the alphabet.  

 

What are the different colors that are used on the flags? 

a.   

b.    

c.    

d.    

e.    

Letters “A” and “B” are different in shape from the other 

flags.  Explain how they are different. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure out the following words using the flags. 

 

  _____ ______ _____ 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

________ ________ ________ ________ 



Spell out your name by drawing the flag for each letter.   

  



Sending Secret Messages 

 

Ciphers use a letter or a number to stand for each letter in a word.   

For example, using this simple cipher, the word “fish” would be  6  9  19  8.   

A space is between each number so that you can identify it. 

 
 

Crack the following coded words. 

 

4  5  19  11 (4 letters) _____ _____ _____ _____ 

 

20  5  1  3  8  5  18 (7 letters) 

 

_____ _____ _____ _____ ______ ______ ______ 

 

What’s your name in code? 

 

Pick two words of your own and write them out in code.  Ask a partner to decode them. 

 

1._________________________________________    2.________________________________________ 

 

Why do you think these messages are written out and handed or delivered to someone? 


