
Bess Beetle Mini Investigation lab report 
 

Mini Investigation #1-Light vs. Dark: Fold your index card into a tent shape and 
place it halfway over your Bess beetle. Observe to see if your Bess beetle prefers 
to be in the darker area under the index card tent or out in the light. 
 
I found out that _____________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mini Investigation #2-Wet vs. Dry: Place a moistened sponge next to a dry 
sponge. (They should be touching.) Place your Bess beetle half on the wet sponge 
and half on the dry sponge. Observe to see if your Bess beetle prefers the wet or 
dry sponge. 
 
I found out that _____________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mini Investigation #3-Rough vs. Smooth: Place the plate glass and sandpaper 
next to each other. Place your Bess beetle half on the plate glass and half on the 
sandpaper. Observe to see if your Bess beetle prefers the glass or the sandpaper. 
 
I found out that _____________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mini Investigation #4-Moist Decaying Wood, Oatmeal, or Sand Habitat: Place a 
piece of moist decaying wood, a pile of oatmeal, and a pile of sand in a circular 
formation surrounding your Bess beetle. Observe to see which habitat your Bess 
beetle prefers. 
 
I found out that _____________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
 


